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Brandon Whitehead 
dropped to his knees in the 
middle of the busy street, 
cars veering around him as 
an off-duty Chicago police 
officer aimed a handgun at 
him and his father. 

It was nearly midnight, 
and Walter Whitehead had 
been driving his 16-year-old 
home from his job as a 
cashier at Long John Sil- 
ver’s. 

Brandon stayed quiet as 
the officer, who also had 
just left work, called 911 for 
assistance. Then the officer, 
William Levigne, called 
again. On the third call, 
Levigne became indignant, 
requesting help from “a 
brother in blue” as he 
blocked traffic: “I’ve got two 
offenders here in custody — 
tried to kill me here!” 

Levigne later told investi- 
gators that the Whiteheads 
had cut him off in traffic 
that night in October 2006 
as they were driving down 
South Western Avenue on 
the city’s South Side. He 
overtook them in his Monte 
Carlo while pointing a gun 
at them, then ordered them 
out of their car at a stop- 
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Sue Hanson is hugged by cousin Ed Hanson during a lunch for farmers and friends who harvested her late husband’s corn in early November. 


NEIGHBORS HELP 
BRING IN A FINAL HARVEST 


Small-town spirit prevails during hard times in rural Illinois after farmer’s death 


could always count on for a shot 
of Southern Comfort and a 
practical joke, went into cardiac 
arrest in September on his way 
to his ailing mother’s bedside. 
Within the same week, both he 
and his mother died, just as this 
year’s crop was ready to harvest. 
Hemp, who was 64, was the last 
in a line of family members who 
chose to keep the fields running. 

Everyone in town knew that 
Hemp’s death signaled the end 
ofa legacy. 

Times are tough for farmers 
across the country. Net farm 
income nationwide has dropped 
from a record high of $123.7 


By VIKKI ORTIZ HEALY 
Chicago Tribune 


Sue Hanson was still in bed 
when she heard the familiar 
sound of the John Deeres ma- 
neuvering onto the Hemp family 
farm in Ashkum, a small com- 
munity about 80 miles south- 
west of Chicago. Bright head- 
lights guided each of the tractors 
and combines into 8-foot-high 
stalks of corn ready for harvest. 

“They’re early” Hanson re- 
members thinking, knowing 
she’d have to finish fixing the 
three-bean bake, cheesy po- 
tatoes, pulled pork and Italian 
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Farmers talk in Sieve Hen s cornfield in ‘Ashkum, ill, while bringing 
in the Hemp family farm’s last harvest. 


beef before noon for the farmers 
who were trying to reap the corn 
before the rain came. With six 


and hungry in a couple of hours. 
In a way, Hanson was grateful 
for the distraction. Better to be 


rectangular tables than to focus 
on what was really happening. 
Steve Hemp, the love of her 


billion in 2013 to a projected 
$63.4 billion for 2017, according 
to the Illinois Farm Bureau. With 
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dirtier than expected. 
Merritt and her group of 
volunteer pollution hunt- 


ably warm October after- 
noon told a more compli- 
cated story. Something as 


tree-lined square framed 
by high-rise condomini- 
ums. 


combines running at once, the mixing casseroles, firing up the life, a third-generation family Charities fear tax 
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fewer donations 
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nected wirelessly to her 
smartphone, Gail Merritt 
discovered the air in the 
South Loop might be a lot 


cago. 
Color-coded graphs that 

popped up on Merritt’s 

screen during an unseason- 


reviewed data from a dif- 
ferent air monitor sta- 
tioned for three weeks in 
Dearborn Park, a quiet, 


ronmental Protection 
Agency, the project is part 
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Melissa Ruby wears port- 
able air quality monitors on 
her walking route in the 
South Loop in October. 
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SUNDAY ONLY 11/12/17 


Whole Boneless 
Pork Loin 

Sold in the Bag 
Avg. Wt. 8-12 Ibs. 


Limit 2 


Lic 


Honeycrisp 
Apples 5 lb. Bag 


WASHINGTON STATE l 


Doritos 
9.25-10 oz. 


Select Varieties 


Charmin Bath Tissue 


4 ct. Super Mega, 

6 ct. Mega or 

12 ct. Double Rolls, 
Select Varieties 


488 


Limit 4 


